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Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots 
KIDDIE WATERPARK RIGHT ACROSS THE ROAD !  

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that crosses Lake Fork 

Want a Wonderful World?? Live  Like Christians!! 
Yes, it’s That Easy! Try It!

Call Joe 903-474-1946 Call Joe 903-474-1946 

RV  LOTS  FOR LEASERV  LOTS  FOR LEASE    

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork Big 12’x65’ RV Concrete Pads  The Largest Lots on Lake Fork Big 12’x65’ RV Concrete Pads  
Full Hook Ups 70amp electricity,Full Hook Ups 70amp electricity,

Security Gate, Paved Roads & Street Lights, Have fun on your electric golf carts. Security Gate, Paved Roads & Street Lights, Have fun on your electric golf carts. 
enjoy looking at many deer and other wildife, Relax at pavilion with friends, enjoy looking at many deer and other wildife, Relax at pavilion with friends, 

Fish off our pier  Cannot Live in Park! Weekends & Holidays OnlyFish off our pier  Cannot Live in Park! Weekends & Holidays Only
Owned By Christian Americans    Owner on Property Call For A Tour TodayOwned By Christian Americans    Owner on Property Call For A Tour TodayAbundant Wildlife For Scenic Pleasure Abundant Wildlife For Scenic Pleasure 

“ WE ARE THE BEST” “ WE ARE THE BEST” 

CCANEY ANEY PPOINT OINT RRESORT ESORT 

2 miles of shaded 2 miles of shaded 
walking or jogging trailswalking or jogging trails DOGGIE PLAY AREAS GOLF 

PRACTICE AREA 

Annual Leases Only Annual Leases Only 

LAKE FORK NewsLAKE FORK News

www.lakeforknewsfishon.comwww.lakeforknewsfishon.com  

John McDiffit tops over 1200 anglers at 19th an-
nual Berkley Big Bass on Lake Fork with an 8.18 
& takes home a new Skeeter ZX 200 - Yamaha 
200 SHO.  Randy Young wins a new Skeeter ZX 
150 with the largest “under” 2.79. 

This Big O’l bass was caught This Big O’l bass was caught 
in Long Branch on Lake Fork in Long Branch on Lake Fork 

by 13 year old by 13 year old 
Dawson RunkelDawson Runkel

 Who just started fishing a  Who just started fishing a 
few months ago! Great job!few months ago! Great job!

Way To Go DAWSON!Way To Go DAWSON!
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Donald Roach Larry Roach

Specializing In 

RV COVERS RV COVERS 

POLE BARNSPOLE BARNS
METAL BUILDINGSMETAL BUILDINGS

CARPORTSCARPORTS
FREE EstimatesFREE Estimates

CUSTOMCUSTOM

Over 40 years experience

(903)268-7810(903)268-7810 (903)850-2477(903)850-2477

DLRDLR  ConstructionConstruction
“Quality Work That You Can Count On ”“Quality Work That You Can Count On ”

John McDiffit tops over 1200 anglers at 19th annual Berkley Big Bass on Lake Fork with an 8.18 
& takes home a new Skeeter ZX 200 - Yamaha 200 SHO.  Randy Young wins a new Skeeter ZX 
150 with the largest “under” 2.79. 

JOHN MCDIFFITT	 Quitman TX	 8.18	 Skeeter ZX200 Yamaha SHO Skeeter Built Trailer
RANDY YOUNG	 Hope	 AR	 2.79	 Skeeter ZX150 Yamaha SHO Skeeter Built Trailer
JOHN MCDIFFITT	 Quitman TX	 8.18	 $1000.00
JACOB CALLAHAN	 Yantis	 TX	 8.11	 $1000.00
TERRY WILSON	 Eastland TX	 7.91	 $1000.00
RANDY YOUNG	 Hope	 AR	 2.79	 $1000.00
TIMOTHY PRICE	 Tyler	 TX	 2.78	 $1000.00
BRIAN NATH	             McKinney TX	2.76	 $1000.00
CARLOS PEREZ	 Garland TX	 2.66	 $1000.00
ROB WATSON	 Arlington TX	 2.65	 $1000.00
TIMOTHY PRICE	 Tyler	 TX	 2.52	 $1000.00
BILLY PRITCHETT	 Big Sandy TX	 2.49	 $1000.00
GLORIA SHEFFIELD	Longview TX	 2.42	 $1000.00

STACY CRUMPLER	 Bloomburg TX 2.54	
Ladies Division 1st Place
DIANE VINEYARD	 Wylie	 TX	 2.51	
Ladies Division 2nd Place
GLORIA SHEFFIELD	Longview TX	 2.42	
Ladies Division 3rd Place
GRACE PRATT	 Northlake TX	 1.99	
Junior Division 1st Place
NOAH GOODSON	 Driftwood TX	1.80	
Junior Division 2nd Place
BRADY TORRES	 Robinson TX	 1.62	
Junior Division 3rd Place

Berkley 2024 LAKE FORK Berkley 2024 LAKE FORK 

  The 2024 Berkley at Lake Fork was held Oct 
19th and 20th at Lake Fork Marina. It was a 
spectacular weekend with the weather cooperat-
ing on both days! There were over 1200 com-
petitors this year and Lake Fork was smothered 
with boats scattered across the water trying to 
find the sweet spot for some big ‘ol beauty’s that 
Lake Fork is known for! 
   But despite the perfect weather and the recent 
overs caught it would be difficult for the anglers 
to find them. Day one kicked off the first hour 
with the top bass weighing in at 2.65lbs brought 
in by Rob Watson. But on the 9 o’clock  hour 
the first over was brought in by John McDiffit 
of Quitman with a nice 8.18lber that would set 
the leader board for the rest of the tournament! 
The 10 o’clock hour had another good over was 
brought in by Terry Wilson with a 7.91lber!  
There was one more over brought in on day one 
at the 1 o’clock hour by Jacob Callahan of Yantis 
with a 8.11lber to win the hour top spot! 
   Day two was a different story there would be 
no overs brought in but the anglers were still 
winning money with the unders! Randy Young 
brought in the heaviest under at the noon hour 
weighing in at 2.79lbs that won him 1,000 dol-
lars and a brand new Skeeter 150 boat! 
   When it was all said and done it would be 
the 8.18 lber that was the first over of the tour-
nament to be weighed in on day one by John 
McDiffit  to win him $1,000 and a brand new 
Skeeter ZX200 boat! 
   The ladies division had a great showing as well 
with Stacy Crumpler taking first with a 2.54lber, 
Diane Vineyard took 2nd with a 2.52lber and 
Gloria Sheffield took 3rd in the ladies division 
with a 2.42lber and also tied Stephen Sheffield 
for 1st on the 9 o’clock hour  on day 2 winning 
$750 each! 
   The Junior division brought in fish for both 
days as well with Grace Pratt taking 1st with 
her 1.99lber, Noah Goodson took 2nd with his 
1.80lber and Brady Torres took 3rd with his 
1.62lber! Congratulations to all of the anglers ! 
  Bass Champs does an amazing job making 

8.188.18 2.792.79

8.118.11 7.917.91

Father Son TeamFather Son Team

Continued On Page 3 
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Owners DOUG & RITA Owners DOUG & RITA 
SHAMPINESHAMPINE

 CR 1970 Yantis Tx CR 1970 Yantis Tx

Bro’sBro’s  Home Of Home Of 

Fresh ..Hot to Go Fresh ..Hot to Go 

Breakfast andBreakfast and

THE LOCAL’S FAVORITE STOP!THE LOCAL’S FAVORITE STOP!
Fisherman’s One Stop is the place Fisherman’s One Stop is the place 
to find all Fishing needs! They of-to find all Fishing needs! They of-
fer  a select and unique variety offer  a select and unique variety of    

BASSBASS and  and CRAPPIE CRAPPIE baits and sup-baits and sup-
plies live minnows, worms and the plies live minnows, worms and the 

best rods & reel assortment!  best rods & reel assortment!  
While shopping enjoy a smoked While shopping enjoy a smoked 

brisket sandwich or brisket sandwich or 
smoked sausage on a stick.smoked sausage on a stick.

 And fill up with non ethanol fuel! And fill up with non ethanol fuel!

The ONE STOP To Get It All !!!The ONE STOP To Get It All !!!

HUGE HUGE 
SELECTIONSELECTION

Smoked boudin, Cajun sausage, Smoked boudin, Cajun sausage, 
and pineapple/jalapeno and pineapple/jalapeno 

sausage Brisket & Chicken all smoked  insausage Brisket & Chicken all smoked  in
 Fisherman’s One Stop store. Plenty of  Fisherman’s One Stop store. Plenty of 

goodies all hand made sandwiches! goodies all hand made sandwiches! 
Come get ya some! Come get ya some! 

Lunch Lunch 

Bro’sBro’s  
Cajun DelightsCajun Delights

 & more !  & more ! 

HOME OF  HOME OF  

Junction of Hwy 515Junction of Hwy 515 903-383-7121903-383-7121

BRO’S restaurant will closed BRO’S restaurant will closed 
during the winter months during the winter months 
for re-modeling to betterfor re-modeling to better
serve you! Stay tuned! serve you! Stay tuned! 

 The Good stuff at 
Fisherman’s One Stop! 

Berkley 2024 LAKE FORK Berkley 2024 LAKE FORK 

these tournaments a fun family friendly event 
to share the passion of fishing here on Lake 
Fork! Job well done! 
   Everyone had their thoughts and theories of 
the low amount of overs brought in by such 
a big tournament, including: “ Lake Fork just 
doesn’t have the big fish anymore because it 
has been over fished by too many large tourna-
ments” “The water level is too low” “Too many 
boats at one time on the water” “Lake Fork 
is over-rated” and so on and so on -  I just 
want to clear a few things up, yes I do believe 
the second day of big tournaments is always 
tougher due to the high traffic on the lake, but 
the big  fish are still there, but to catch them 
is more of a challenge and changing strategy 
is the key. When the water level changes it’s 
the same thing adjust your strategy just like 
the fish are doing. We have all been spoiled 
by Lake Fork lunkers and think every tour-
nament should be landing 6 or more, but as 
everyone knows Lake Fork because it is a slot 
lake and can be tough fishing sometimes, that 
is what makes us unique, trust me this lake 
is FULL of  lunkers because of that slot and 
photos are posted on a daily basis! Lake Fork 
is alive and well!  This was a great tournament 
with tough competition can’t wait until next 
years Berkley at Lake Fork! 

Continued From Page 2
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Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots 
KIDDIE WATERPARK RIGHT ACROSS THE ROAD ! KIDDIE WATERPARK RIGHT ACROSS THE ROAD !   

Located on the North End of the 154 BridgeLocated on the North End of the 154 Bridge
 that crosses Lake Fork  that crosses Lake Fork 

Want a Wonderful World?? 
Live  Like Christians!! 

Yes, it’s That Easy! Try It!

Call Joe 903-474-1946 Call Joe 903-474-1946 

RV  LOTS  FOR LEASERV  LOTS  FOR LEASE    

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork Big 12’x65’ RV Concrete Pads  The Largest Lots on Lake Fork Big 12’x65’ RV Concrete Pads  
Full Hook Ups 70amp electricity,Security Gate, Paved Roads & Street Lights, Full Hook Ups 70amp electricity,Security Gate, Paved Roads & Street Lights, 

Have fun on your electric golf carts. Enjoy looking at many deer Have fun on your electric golf carts. Enjoy looking at many deer 
and other wildife, Relax at pavilion with friends, Fish off our pier  and other wildife, Relax at pavilion with friends, Fish off our pier  

Cannot Live in Park! Weekends & Holidays OnlyCannot Live in Park! Weekends & Holidays Only

“ WE ARE THE BEST” “ WE ARE THE BEST” 

CCANEY ANEY PPOINT OINT RRESORT ESORT 

2 miles of 2 miles of 
shaded  walking orshaded  walking or

 jogging trails jogging trails

DOGGIE PLAY AREAS DOGGIE PLAY AREAS 
GOLF PRACTICE AREA GOLF PRACTICE AREA 

Annual Leases OnlyAnnual Leases Only  

Owned By Christian Americans   
 Owner on Property 

Call For A Tour Today

Abundant Wildlife forAbundant Wildlife for
scenic Pleasurescenic Pleasure

A GREAT DAY AT LAKE FORK FOR SOME VERY SPECIAL KIDS
  What an amazing day at Sun 
Eagle Bay when the special 
students from Rains High 
School Life Skills came for a 
great field trip to enjoy learn-
ing in the beautiful outdoors 
at Lake Fork!  
  Mike Lucas and Charles 
Robinson from Lands End 
Volunteer Fire Department 
brought the firetrucks and all 
their equipment for the kids 
to see! They talked to the kids 
about fire safety and let the 
kids participate in a demon-
stration using the actual fire 
department’s equipment. The 
students enjoyed the hands 
on fire demonstrations with 
Mike & Charles. 
   Then the students got on 
the golf carts and headed 
down to the lake where they 
had a meditation session in  
front of beautiful Lake Fork, 
it was so calming and relax-
ing for both the kids as well 

as the adults. 
  The students gathered 
into groups to work on a 
science project involving 
various samples of water 
gathered in different  
areas of the lake. 
 Lake Fork guide Barbara 
Stevenson took the kids 
in small groups to the 
pier and taught them 
some basic skills on fish-
ing. The students loved 

catching some fish ! 
  The teachers were simply 
amazing and these kids 
brought such a joy to the 
park! A Huge thank you to  
Marja Heinert,Tabitha Ev-
ans Turner, Sharon Brown, 
Doris Pritchard and stu-
dent photographer Andrew 
Young  for bringing these 
kids to sun eagle bay! 
   I would like to acknowl-
edge these teachers  for 
being such loving, patient 
and understanding teach-
er’s that is so good for all 
these precious kids !
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Welcome To 
LAKE FORK 

Black Crappie

White Crappie

Texas Parks & Wild Life Texas Parks & Wild Life 
Certified Scales Certified Scales 

Lake Fork Marina -Hwy 17Lake Fork Marina -Hwy 17
Minnow Bucket Marina -Hwy 154Minnow Bucket Marina -Hwy 154

Oakridge Marina - Hwy 154Oakridge Marina - Hwy 154

Wood County Wood County 
Game WardenGame Warden  
(903) 763-2201(903) 763-2201

Toyota Share Lunker Program Toyota Share Lunker Program 
(903) 681-0550   (903) 681-0550   
(888) 784-0600(888) 784-0600

10” Minimum  length limit 
25 Fish Daily Bag Limit 

Blue Catfish &Channel Catfish
12” Minimum length limit 25 Fish Daily Bag Limit

18” Minimum length limit 
5 Fish Daily Bag Limit

Blue Catfish Channel Catfish 

Flathead Catfish 

16” - 24” length limit 
(No fish kept between 16-24”)

5 Fish Daily Bag Limit 

CRAPPIE
For black and white crappie caught 
from DEC. 1 through the last day 
of FEB., there is no minimum length 
limit and all crappie caught must be 
retained. From March through No-
vember, minimum length is 10 inches. 
Year-round daily bag limit 
is 25 crappie in any combination.

LAKE FORK FISHING REGULATIONSLAKE FORK FISHING REGULATIONS
BASS

Flathead Catfish

WHITE ( SAND )BASS

CATFISH Call or Email Today Call or Email Today 
For For 

Great Advertising Results Great Advertising Results 

Donna Wooldridge
Owner / Editor Lake Fork Area News is a local Free 

Online publication that  is proud to 
cover different aspects of fishing and 
activities here in the Lake Fork area. 
We would like to thank the local busi-
ness owners and residents that make 
it possible to distribute our News 
throughout the community!  We are 
available each month Online as well 
as our  Facebook page that shares 
community news and information on 
a daily basis. 
  Our mission is to highlight the 
positive benefits of living and visiting 
the Lake Fork area and the wonderful 
local atmosphere of what it brings! 
We look forward to providing more 
stories, events, and special features 
for our readers! 

   This is a passion that I enjoy 
on a daily basis - along with 
fishing and although we are a 
small paper we strive to make 
a big difference!

P.O. Box 161 
Yantis Texas 75497  

lakeforknews@yahoo.com
 469-552-1824 

  469-552-1824469-552-1824

www.lakeforknewsfishon.comwww.lakeforknewsfishon.com

BIG SMITH’S BBQ AND CATFISH 

HOURS: 
Wednesday - Thursday 11-8

Friday- Saturday 11-9  Sunday 11-2
closed  Monday & Tuesday

OVER 

Famous BBQ ~ Shrimp ~ Ribs Famous BBQ ~ Shrimp ~ Ribs 
and MORE!!!and MORE!!!

Family Packs!  Party Packs!

RESTAURANT & CATERINGRESTAURANT & CATERING
4858 TX-HWY. 154 S. SULPHUR SPRINGS4858 TX-HWY. 154 S. SULPHUR SPRINGS

OVER 

903-438-1547903-438-1547 EAST TEXAS 
OPTICAL 

2476 West Hwy 154 Quitman, TX

903-878-2451
SINGLE VISION

BIFOCAL
TRIFOCAL
NO-LINE 

SAME DAY SERVICE 
In Most Cases 

Monday - Friday 9-5 
Saturday ( Call for Hours) 

Independent Beauty Consultant  

Yantis, Texas 75497 Yantis, Texas 75497 
469-733-2853469-733-2853
903-376-1511903-376-1511

karrihardin23@outlook.comkarrihardin23@outlook.com
www.marykay.com/lavenderShimmer www.marykay.com/lavenderShimmer 

KARRIE LATIMERKARRIE LATIMER

Shop Shop 
with me 24-7with me 24-7

kelly@speakeasycoffee.net
www.speakeasycoffee.net

Follow us on 

@speakeasycoffeehouse 
#perkupquitman

4672 WEST HWY 154 YANTIS TX 75497 4672 WEST HWY 154 YANTIS TX 75497 (903) 383-7008(903) 383-7008
Landing On The Moon Landing On The Moon NOVEMBER 2NDNOVEMBER 2ND

APRIL N. SMITHAPRIL N. SMITH

Restaurant HoursRestaurant Hours  
Closed Mon. & Tues Closed Mon. & Tues 
Wednesday 11 - 9:00 Wednesday 11 - 9:00 
Thursday 11 - 9:00Thursday 11 - 9:00
Friday 11 - 10:00Friday 11 - 10:00

Saturday 11 - 10:00 Saturday 11 - 10:00 
Sunday 11 - 9:00Sunday 11 - 9:00

Daily SpecialsDaily Specials  

LAKE FORK NEWSLAKE FORK NEWS  

NOVEMBER 9TH NOVEMBER 9TH 
ERIC GEORGE FULL ERIC GEORGE FULL 

BAND BAND 
DANCEHALLDANCEHALL

NOVEMBER 15THNOVEMBER 15TH
BRI BAGWELLBRI BAGWELL

NOVEMBER 16THNOVEMBER 16TH
JASON WALDONJASON WALDON

&THE ALIBIS&THE ALIBIS

NOVEMBER 23RDNOVEMBER 23RD
BRRANDON KRUGER BRRANDON KRUGER 

& THE 222’S& THE 222’S
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OUTDOORS WITH LUKE CLAYTON OUTDOORS WITH LUKE CLAYTON & FRIENDS& FRIENDS

Doug ShampineDoug Shampine    Lake Fork Guide Fishing ReportLake Fork Guide Fishing Report

903-902-3855903-902-3855
Doug Shampine   

DSP Guide Service
 www.lakeforktrophybass.com  

  November is one of my favor-
ite months to fish for bass and 
or crappie. The water tempera-
ture is cooling off which sends 
a sign to the fish its time to eat 

before it gets real cold. The 
bass, crappie and catfish will 
have an aggressive bite. Bass 
can be caught on any moving 
bait like square bills, rattle traps, 
spinner baits and of course top 
water baits like yellow magic. As 
the water cools the jig bite will 
also kick in. Black/blue will be 
the best color. Crappie bite is al-
ways good on minnows and the 
jig bite will be good also. Best 
color as the water gets colder, 
will be either blue/grey ghost 
or electric chicken. Look for the 
crappie to be moving deeper as 
the gets colder.

If interested in a trip 
text me at 940-902-3855 

for open dates.  
Doug Shampine 

DSP Guide Service

www.lakeforktrophybass.com www.lakeforktrophybass.com 

SQUIRREL HUNTING, THEN AND 
NOW  Luke Clayton
Some of my most fond childhood 
memories revolve around squirrel 
hunting and the great meals my 
mother prepared after a success-
ful hunt. I remember way back in 
about 1958 when I was an 8 year 
old whippersnapper making what 
was to be the luckiest shot of my 
life. My Dad and I were hunting 
in the ‘back 40’ woods behind 
our little farm. The wind was 
blowing hard and in the top of a 
huge white oak, a big fox squirrel 
was eating acorns. I timed the 
sway of the branch perfectly and 
squeezed the trigger of my little 
single shot J.C. Higgins .22. A 
perfect head shot that damaged 
no meat! I was amazed and my 
Dad was astonished as well. I 
remember thinking I was Daniel 
Boone as I put the makings of a 
fine meal in my game bag. The 
morning hunt progressed and I 
missed a couple of easy shots 
with the little rifle. Looking back 
my shot was mostly luck but tell 
that to a kid that just shot a squir-
rel high up in a tree from a branch 
swaying heavily with the wind!  
White tailed deer were just getting 
established from restocking in 
Red River County where we lived. 
Squirrel hunting remained a big 
deal with most of us country 
folks. Groups of hunters would 
set up wall tent camps using 
government surplus tends and 
camp for several days, hunting 
and eating squirrel. Each camp 
would devise contests ranging 
from number of squirrels har-

vest tournaments to voting 
on the best squirrel cook. I 
was too young to partake of 
these ‘camps’ but I did visit 
them during mid day a couple 
times and enjoyed some great 
meals the men made from the 
fruits of their hunt. 
Mr. Guthrey owned a mixed 
breed hound that did double 
duty on raccoons at night but 
served well as a squirrel dog 
during the day. We would oc-
casionally borrow the mixed 
breed raw boned hound to 
hunt behind Mr. Guthrey’s 
cabin and to a budding young 
hunter; these hunts were 
highly anticipated events. It 
was hard to keep my mind on 
class work at the old Dimple 
School when October and 
cooler weather rolled around. 
The old hound had a lot of 
Black and Tan breeding and 
he could cover ground quick-
ly. He knew the woods well 
and the spots the squirrels 
frequented most. The drill 
was pretty simple; we turned 
the hound loose and waited 
until he barked treed, usually 
in a big old oak den tree. If 
the squirrel didn’t disappear 
into a hole, one of us would 
remain stationary and the 
other circle the tree in efforts 
to move the bushy tail into 
position for a shot. I hunted 
with my single shot .22 and 
my brother in law used a tight 
choked 12 gauge. Our plan 

was for me to take stationary shots 
but if the squirrel was on the move, 
the shotgun was a better choice. We 
encountered mostly grey or ‘cat’ squir-
rels along the creeks and the larger fox 
squirrels when hunting the hardwoods 
or field edges. My success rate was 
low on the cat squirrels. They seldom 
held still long enough for a rifle shot. I 
later switched to a .410 shotgun loaded 
with #4 or #6 shot and my success rate 
became much better. It was challeng-
ing to hunt with the .22 but squirrels 
in the game bag and ultimately in my 
mother’s cast iron skillet was the name 
of the game back then!
I’m happy to say that squirrel hunting 
is still popular in east Texas; not as 
popular is it was back in the fifties and 
sixties but thankfully older hunters 
have passed their love of hunting and 
cooking squirrel along to younger 
generations. I sometime get a chuckle 
out of uninformed ‘city’ folks that liken 
squirrels to rats. When I tell them that 
I grew in east Texas in an era when 
squirrel were considered a delicacy, I 
raise some eyebrows. When I tell them 
I still relish a big skillet of smothered 
squirrel with rice and gravy, I really 
get some ‘looks’! But that’s okay, as 
the old saying goes “they don’t know 
because they don’t know”! 
HOW TO COOK SQUIRREL Squirrels 
are a bit more challenging to clean 
(butcher) than most other small game 
but the task is easily learned, there are 
plenty of good YouTube videos that 
detail the process. When teaching new-
comers to the squirrel woods the art 
of cooking squirrel, I compare squirrel 
with chicken. A big complaint is how 

tough some squirrels are when fried. I ask 
my student, “If you were going to butcher a 
chicken to fry, would you choose a tough old 
rooster or a younger “Fryer”?  Granted, It’s 
possible to par boil or pressure cook mature 
squirrels and then dust the pieces with flour 
and fry but I usually reserve the older squir-
rel for stew or, better yet, dumplings. Young 
squirrel can simply be seasoned with salt and 
pepper, dusted with flour and chicken fried. 
One of my favorite recipes is smothered 
squirrel, using my mother’s tried and true 
method. Both young and older squirrels can 
be used in this slow cooking method. First fry 
the pieces until crispy and drain most of the 
oil, making sure to leave the crispy bits in the 
skillet. Next, add flour salt and pepper and ei-
ther water or milk and make gravy.  Place the 
squirrel back into the skillet and thin the gra-
vy a bit with water. Cover the skillet or Dutch 
Kettle and bake at 300 degrees for an hour or 
so, checking half way through the process 
to make sure the liquid has not steamed out. 
I like to stir the squirrel pieces with gravy at 
this point and add more liquid if necessary. 
Served with hot biscuits and white rice, this is 
a meal that will likely become one of your fa-
vorite dishes. Squirrel meat is often described 
as “Sweet”. It definitely has a mild flavor. I like 
to describe it tasting much like free ranging 
chickens but with even more flavor. 
There’s plenty of time to get out in the woods 
and hunt squirrel this fall and winter. Try 
preparing the above recipe at deer camp and 
see how many of your family and friends you 
can enlighten! Once a properly prepared meal 
of squirrel is enjoyed, the term ‘tree rat’ will 
likely not be in their vocabulary any longer!  
Listen to Luke’s weekly podcast “Catfish Ra-
dio with Luke Clayton and Friends” wherever 
podcasts are found.  

Squirrel season is upon us! Luke 
with a fat bushy tail destined for 
the cast iron skillet.
Squirrel frying in skillet    Ten-
der fried squirrel is a delicacy 
that many younger hunters have 
never experienced. Cooking 
squirrel is much like cooking 
chicken but the flavor is even 
better! Photo by Luke Clayton
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 James Caldemeyer James Caldemeyer  Lake Fork Fishing Guide Report Lake Fork Fishing Guide Report 

James Caldemeyer’s
Lake Fork Trophy Bass
Monthly Fishing Report

November 2024

Fall is in full swing during 
the month of November 
here at Lake Fork. It’s a 
great month to be outdoors 
and if you have time to wet 
a line between trips to the 
deer stand, it can be very 
rewarding. As the leaves 
continue to fall from the 
trees and the temperatures 
continue to grow colder, 
you can expect the fishing 
to get even better. This time 
of year really gives anglers 
the opportunity to catch 
fish on any given day and 
Lake Fork always provides 
the opportunity for you to 
catch a trophy bass of a 
lifetime on any given cast. 
Now through the end of the 
year is a great time to catch 
a giant bass!

The lake is currently only 
about two feet low as we 
have had some decent fall 
rain lately and that’s great 
news for the lake water 
levels going into 2025. It’s 
been unseasonably warm 
so far this fall so water 
temperatures are ranging 
from 67-72 degrees. Water 
clarity is fair on the main 
lake to stained in some of 
the creeks from the recent 
rain.

I have been starting most 
days fishing shallow water 
patterns. The top water bite 
is always fun and you can 
find a lot of fish schooling 
around main lake points as 
well as the backs of some 
of the creeks and coves. 
These fish have been tar-
geting schools of shad so 
any popping or walking bait 
like a Yellow Magic, Berk-
ley Bullet Pop, or J-Walker 
in any shad pattern have 
been good. White or black 
buzz baits have also been 
great in these same areas 
on windy days. The Berk-
ley crankbaits have also 

been potent. These things are 
fine tuned, run true, and have 
extremely sharp treble hooks 
on them. The square billed 
“Square bull” or “Warpig” 
have been my go to baits 
lately for bass that are up 
shallow chasing shad. Best 
colors have been sexier shad, 
gilly, and chrome blue back. 
White chatter baits and San-
tone 1/4- 3/8 oz spinner baits 
on windy banks in 2-6 feet 
depths for these same shad 
eating bass. These patterns 
can be awesome when you 
get a very cloudy day. As the 
grass has started to re-emerge 
this pattern has been good 
and so has the wacky worm 
bite. You can catch very large 
numbers of bass by rigging a 
Berkley bottom hopper wacky 
style and fishing it weightless 
in these same areas. Best 
colors have been watermel-
on candy, plum, and red bug. 
Texas rigged soft plastics like 
the Berkley Powerworm in 
7” inch size has been really 
good lately as well. I like to 
stick with darker plastics this 
time of year. Blue fleck, plum, 
june bug, and black & blue 
are best. Fishing these slowly 
around timber on the points 
leading into the creeks is best 
as shad are staging to move 
back.

The deep bite will really turn 
on this month on Lake Fork 
and if you are after that first 
Toyota ShareLunker of the 
year you will want to con-
centrate most of your fishing 
time in deep water. The big 
fish will begin congregating 
on the huge schools of shad, 
bar fish, sandies, crappie, 
and anything else that looks 
edible. The big bass on Lake 
Fork like to gorge themselves 
on anything and everything 
during this time of year. It 
is not uncommon to catch a 
big fish that has a mouth full 
already! To find these bass out 
deep you will need some good 
electronics. My new Bass 
Cat has the latest Garmin 
electronics at the helm and 
it really draws a picture for 
you to see. It is very accurate 
at locating schools of shad 
and being able to differentiate 
between species of fish in the 
school that is relating to the 
shad school. This helps a lot 
and maximizes your time on 
and productivity on the water. 
Most off the bass are located 
in 18-25 ft of water. Humps, 
points, road beds, pond dams, 
and ridges are great plac-
es to focus your efforts on. 

Once you locate a school 
the Carolina rig is deadly 
on these deep bass. I like 
to rig my Abu Garcia Ver-
itas PLX rods and Revo 
reels spooled up with 20 
lb Trilene 100% Fluorocar-
bon line and a 1oz weight, 
4-5 foot leader, and a 3/0 
wide gap hook. The Berk-
ley Powerbait Jerk, Bottom 
Hopper, or a good ole 7” 
Power Worm is best on the 
c-rig. Best colors are char-
treuse pepper, green pump-
kin, blue fleck, or plum. The 
jig bite out deep is very 
good for the big ones too. 
A 5/8- 3/4 oz Santone foot-
ball jig will catch some of 
the biggest bass out of the 
school. Best colors on the 
jig are JC’s Spicy Craw, PB 
& J, and Black & Blue. I will 
throw a matching Berkley 
Chigger Craw on the back 
as a trailer. The jigging 
spoon and tail kicker are 
also very good right now. 
Simply getting over the top 
of these big schools of fish 
with these and jigging them 
up & down can catch some 
real trophies and is some-
thing even the kids or wife 
will enjoy. 

Well, I hope this helps 
anyone that’s coming out 
this month to chase some 
big bass around. I want 
to wish everyone a Happy 
Thanksgiving as well! If 
you would like to fish with 
me still this year, I still have 
just a few dates available. 
My 2025 schedule is filling 
fast though so contact me 
as soon as possible if you 
are beginning to plan your 
next year’s trip. I also have 
gift certificates available 
for those of you that are 
interested in purchasing a 
friend or loved one a guid-
ed trip on Lake Fork. You 
can contact me to make 
your reservation at 903-736-
9888 or send me an email 
at lakeforktrophybass@
yahoo.com You can also 
visit my website for more 
information about Lake 
Fork and my guide service 
at www.officiallakefork-
trophybass.com You can 
find me on Facebook and 
follow my official Lake Fork 
Trophy Bass Guide page at 
https://www.facebook.com/
lakeforktrophybassguide
I have really enjoyed my 
Bass Cat boats the past 
few years and am enjoying 
my new 2024 Puma STS for 
this season. I couldn’t be 

happier to be serving my cus-
tomers on Lake Fork as part 
of the Bass Cat Team and am 
looking forward to providing 
more great trips this year 
out of my new boat! If you’re 
interested in checking out 
any of the Bass Cat models, 
be sure to reach out to R & 
R Marine in Pittsburg, Texas. 
They have the all-new Puma 
and Caracal STS that every-
one is raving about so go 
by and check it out! Steven 
Stroman and his crew have 
amazing sales and service 
as well as a complete tackle 
shop with just about any-
thing you need. I would like 
to thank all my sponsors that 
are continuing to support 
me in 2024. I appreciate all 
their support as I serve all my 
great guide clients through-
out the year on Lake Fork as 
well! Sponsors: Toyota, AF-
TCO, Bass Cat Boats, Mer-
cury, I Am Second, Berkley, 
Abu Garcia, Garmin, Santone 
Lures, Costa Sunglasses, 
Power Pole, Elite Tungsten, 
Johnson Communications, 
and Bass Boat Technologies.

Romans 8:28 - And we know 
that for those who love God 
all things work together for 
good, for those who are 
called according to His pur-
pose.

Tight Lines & God Bless,
James Caldemeyer
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Williams Creek Crappie Club of Lake Fork Williams Creek Crappie Club of Lake Fork 

 Marketing Director 
     Lisa Tapp

       Social Director 
         Chip Exum

     Seargent at Arms 
        Jeff Wix.

 The annual dues are
$25 per family members 

Tommy Ezell 
President

Raymond Montgomery 
Treasurer

Dennis Smith 
Vice-President Chip Exum 

Cindy Smith 
Secretary 

  The WCCC of Lake Fork held 
it’s annual Club Banquet on 
October 12th at Fisherman’s 
Cove. It was a spectacular event 
with so many members attend-
ing! The WCCC is such a great 
group that gathers monthly and 
discuss all aspects of crappie 
fishing! There is normally guest 
speakers such as guides and 
pro’s as well that share their 
knowledge in Crappie fishing! 
  The yearly banquet is a way to 
get together and have a dinner 
and fellowship with all the mem-
bers. They had various drawings 

Follow us on 
Facebook 

for prizes throughout the event. The 
food was pot luck style including fish, 
chicken, shrimp and all the fixins and 
sides along with delicious homemade 
desserts ! 
   It was a wonderful event that was 
enjoyed by all that attended! 
   Make plans to come out for the next 
meeting that will be held on Novem-
ber 9th at 3pm at The Yantis Commu-
nity Center !   

Pick some up at 
Fisherman’s One Stop! 

let us help your

 business grow 

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR 
ADVERTISING SPOT! 

LAKE FORK NEWSLAKE FORK NEWS

469-552-1824
lakeforknews@yahoo.com

We have Multiply We have Multiply 
ways to Advertise ways to Advertise 

www.lakeforknewsfishon.com

WE GET 
RESULTS !

YEARLY WCCC BANQUET 2024 YEARLY WCCC BANQUET 2024 



VETERAN UPDATEVETERAN UPDATE 

WW II VETERAN REMEBERING THANKSGIVING 1944 WW II VETERAN REMEBERING THANKSGIVING 1944  

VETERANS DAY
NOVEMBER 11th 2024 

VETERANS DAY
Thank You for your Courage, 
Dedication, and hard work!

and Thanks to the military families for their 
resilience and sacrifice!

Wood County 
Veterans Service Office 220 

South Stephens St, Quitman, 
TX, United States, Texas

(903) 763-5581
veteranservices@

mywoodcounty.com

If you are having suicidal thoughts 
please 

Dial or Text 988.
Call, or Text 988

Suicide & Crisis Lifeline
Veterans Dial: 1 
Or text: 838255

The Message That Saved His Life
Mac St. Johns

A World War II veteran remembers a life-saving decision he 
made on Thanksgiving Day in 1944.

In the winter of 1944 during World War II, I was in France, a 
platoon sergeant in the Yankee Division under General Patton. 
About mid-December I received a letter from my mother back in 
the States.

“Can you remember,” she asked, “where you were on Thanks-
giving Day?”

Could I remember? How could I forget the odd thing that hap-
pened that day. At dawn I was sent to check out a crossroads 
where an enemy strongpoint was suspected. Normally I would 
have had my men fan out so that they could move with the cov-
er of the trees. But just before we started out that Thanksgiv-
ing morning, I stopped. I stood stark still, arguing with myself 
about what I should do.

Then, going strictly against the book, I walked my men right 
down the middle of a road in an exposed column. No one fired 
at us; there was no evidence of the enemy. We found the cross-
roads unoccupied and turned to walk back. 

There, on the backside of the trees where only the German 
soldiers would have seen, were signs cautioning minen. The 
woods were mined. We could have been blown to bits!

Mother’s letter continued. She told me how she awakened after 
midnight on Thanksgiving Eve when it would have been day-
light in France:

“I had a strong feeling that you were in great danger,” she 
wrote. “When I opened my Bible, a phrase in Second Chronicles 
[20:17] gleamed on the page: ‘Stand ye still and see the salva-
tion of the Lord with you…'”

Stand ye still. Stark still.
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RESIDENTAL & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS ~ ALL ROOF COATINGS RESIDENTAL & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS ~ ALL ROOF COATINGS 

TIM LAMBERT  214-395-1100TIM LAMBERT  214-395-1100
tim.lambert63@verizon .nettim.lambert63@verizon .net

10%10%  
Military Discount Military Discount 

$50 $50 
Referral Referral 

“ Why replace your roof if you can repair it”“ Why replace your roof if you can repair it”

“ It improves the R-Factor of your roof”“ It improves the R-Factor of your roof”
 saves $$$ on your electric in the hot Texas heat ! saves $$$ on your electric in the hot Texas heat !



PAGE 10 lakeforknews@yahoo.com NOVEMBER 2024

2024 Championship Payout!!! $1000 added 
Bonus Money Tyler Ford , $3000 added Bonus 
Money Tarrant Roofing, $2000 added Bonus 

Money Cowser Tire & Service, Little Fish Bonus 
Money $200. CALCUTTA Collected $16,350!! 

GREAT WEEKEND ON LAKE FORK!!

1.Trevor Easter & Jordan Kenny $5100, Cowser 
Tire MBB $250, $1000 Tarrant Roofing= $6350
2. Ferron & Terry Howard $3300, Tarrant Roofing 
$1000=$4300
3.Gregory Allen & Alex Taylor $2200
4. Danny & Dana Morvan $1500
5. Greg & Julie Fleming $1100, Cowser Tire MBB 
$250=$1350
6. Curtis Daniels & Cayce Dockstader $900, Tar-
rant Roofing $1000= $1900
7. Joey & Jennifer Hanna $600 
8. Bruce Powell & Vicky Norman $500
9. Hunter Smith & Kaylynn Burge $450
10. Chris & Shannon Scott $400, Cowser Tire LBB 
$500= $900
11. Jimmy & Chris Erwin $350
12. Bill & Mallory Cox $300
13. Mark & Jacy Biondi $300
Jeremy Wade Cowser Tire MBB $500
Lauren Williams Cowser Tire LBB $500
Ronnie & Natalie Glover Little Fish $100
Kevin & Ana Lovell Little Fish $100

Congratulations Trevor Easter 
and Jordan Kenny!!! 

2024 Fun N Sun Couples 
Championship Winners 

at Lake Fork!!

  The Fun N Sun Couples Tournament 
Trail 2024 Championship Qualifier 
was held October 5th and 6th at Lake 
Fork Marina. The event kicked off on 
Wednesday October 3nd with a Fun 
N Games night in Alba, where they 
gathered and played games like LRC , 
corn hole, cards, steak night and many 
other fun activities. Wednesday night 
it was bring a steak night to be put 
on the grill, Baked Potatoes & Fixins 
were all provided! They also had fun 
& games again after dinner. Friday 
was registration  and the banquet, 
with awards presented, a great dinner, 
drawings and great fellowship at Gunt-
ers Oaks Lodge.
   There were 64 couple entry’s compet-
ing for the 2 day tournament on Lake 
Fork and the weather was beautiful 
both days ! The fishing was fantastic 
with the team of Trever Easter and 
Jordan Kenny taking first place with a 
total 2 day 10 fish weight of 17.62lbs! 
This paid out great with $5100, Cowser 
Tire MBB $250, $1000 Tarrant Roof-
ing= $6350! Second place went to  
Ferron & Terry Howard $3300, Tarrant 
Roofing $1000=$4300. Third place 
went to .Gregory Allen & Alex Taylor 
$2200! 
   The Fun N Sun crew and sponsors 
do an amazing job to bring such a full 
week filled with exciting events and 
bringing good times and great memo-
ries for all of the anglers! 
   There were a total of 553 total fish 
weighed in, 544 fish released (98%) 
and a total overall weight of  712.37lbs.
   Another great tournament at Lake 
Fork and a big congratulations to all 
of the anglers that fished hard while 
having a great time at The Fun N Sun 
Championship! 

FUN -N- SUN LAKE FORK FUN -N- SUN LAKE FORK 
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CATCH of CATCH of 
the DAY!the DAY!

  If you have a Lake Fork catch of the day photo you would like to share 
with us just email your photo and information to us! 

lakeforknews@yahoocom or call us at (469) 552-1824

BEN FISHER 
WITH A BEAUTIFUL
 LAKE FORK BASS!

DARBY KYLE 
CATCHING SOME BIG ONES 

ON LAKE FORK !

DAWSON RUNKEL 
This 13 year old just started 
fishing a few months ago! 

Very Impressive 

ALAN SWARTZ 
With a Big ‘ol Bass!

Fishing with 
guide Randy Oldfield 

LARRY WITH A 
LAKE FORK BEAUTY

with Guide Randy Oldfield

MICHAELA PERSONAL BEST 
Fishing with Guide 
James Caldemeyer 

RUEBEN WITH A BEAUTY! 
Fishing with Guide

 JAMES CALDEMEYER 

WHOPPER OF A BASS!  
Fishing with guide 

MICHAEL SAMPLES 

Lake Fork Guide ServiceLake Fork Guide Service    
(903)474-4983(903)474-4983  

Michael Samples  
Some more Happy Clients catching BIG ones with Lake Fork Guide Michael Samples!

www.lakeforkguidemichaelsamples.com
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Bent Tree Motel 
Emory at Lake Fork

Clean spacious  
rooms and suites 
with a refrigerator, 
free wifi & boat  
parking. Close to 
Lake Fork, Lake  
Tawakoni, and  
Canton First Monday!

381 W. Lennon Dr.  
Emory, Texas 75440 

(903) 473-0061

bent-tree-motel.business.site

American
Cinnamon Bear’s 
 984 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-268-5670
Don's Restaurant 
 899 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-0035
Dairy Queen 
 365 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2236
Leeo's Chicken 
 407 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3200
Marshall’s BBQ Pit 
 745 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-5353
Pizza Hut 
 122 S. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-5550
Sidekick’s Restaurant 
 903 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3325
Sonic 
 211 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-474-9600
Wild West BBQ 
400 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-0333
Ya’ll Come Back Cafe 
 659 W. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2224

Asian
CK Kitchen
1114 S. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-3663
Leeo's Chicken 
 407 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3200

Bar & Grill
*Sidekicks Bar & Grill 
 Live Music 
 909 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-0090

Coffee House
Reka's Rise & Shine 
 419 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2015 

Greek
Stefanos Greek Kouzina 
  234 E. Quitman St. 
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-953-0111 
 
Mexican
*Dos Charros 
  400 W. Lennon Dr. 
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-473-0007
El Manna Tex-Mex 
  720 E. Lennon Dr. 
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-473-2400
Funny Frogs 
  369 W. Lennon Dr.  
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-473-8721
Gordita’s 
 545 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2555

Pastry & Deli
Brookshire’s Deli 
 959 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-4519
Cinnamon Bear’s 
 984 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-268-5670
Donut Supreme 
 400 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-474-2310
Reka’s Rise & Shine  
 419 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-474-2310
Stefanos Greek Kouzina 
 234 E. Quitman St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-0111
Subway 
 211 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3999

Steak House
*Chateau Bistro 
1026 E. Lennon Dr. 
Emory, Texas 75440 
214-722-1111 
(inside the Best Western)

* Serves alcohol

EMORY DINING GUIDE

Platinum Elite Stocking Platinum Elite Stocking 
Loose Engines DealerLoose Engines Dealer

CERTIFIED TECHNICIANCERTIFIED TECHNICIAN

714 S. Main St. 714 S. Main St. Quitman, Tx 75783Quitman, Tx 75783

903-763-5225903-763-5225

BLAZERBLAZER BOAT DEALER  BOAT DEALER 

Breathtaking water views Breathtaking water views 
with concrete pads and fiber hard wired to each sitewith concrete pads and fiber hard wired to each site

 Private boat ramp on site. Private boat ramp on site.

903-570-5167903-570-5167
 ANNUAL LEASES ONLY ANNUAL LEASES ONLY

LAKEFORKPENINSULA.COMLAKEFORKPENINSULA.COM BOOK  YOUR  PERFECT SPOT BOOK  YOUR  PERFECT SPOT 

CALL MISTY TODAY  FOR  AVAILABILITY CALL MISTY TODAY  FOR  AVAILABILITY 

3490 S.FM 2869 Hawkins 3490 S.FM 2869 Hawkins 
TX 75765TX 75765

Mon.~Fri. 9-5 Sat. 9-3Mon.~Fri. 9-5 Sat. 9-3
903-769-3600903-769-3600

Steve AmeenSteve Ameen  
Steve@golfcarranch.comSteve@golfcarranch.com

HAWKINS / HOLLY LAKEHAWKINS / HOLLY LAKE

Pick Up & Delivery Pick Up & Delivery 
Mechanics ON DUTY  Mechanics ON DUTY  

Owner, Holly Lake Golf Car Ranch, LLC - US Navy RetiredOwner, Holly Lake Golf Car Ranch, LLC - US Navy Retired  

Golf Car & Utility Vehicle Sales-Service-Parts & Repair Golf Car & Utility Vehicle Sales-Service-Parts & Repair 
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Full Day Full Day 
 Half Day Half Day

 Night Trips Night Trips

972-824-4774972-824-4774
Greg Hill Outdoors 395 PR5801 Yantis Tx  75497Greg Hill Outdoors 395 PR5801 Yantis Tx  75497

GREG HILL LAKE FORK GUIDE GREG HILL LAKE FORK GUIDE 
LEAVE NO FISH BEHIND ......  

Understanding November 
Conditions

As November rolls in, water 
temperatures in Lake Fork 
begin to drop, typically rang-
ing from the mid-60s to low 
70s degrees Fahrenheit. This 
cooling trend triggers signifi-
cant changes in bass behavior. 
Bass become less aggressive 
and start to school in deeper 
waters as they prepare for 
winter. Understanding these 
seasonal transitions is crucial 
for successful fishing.
Key Factors to Consider
	 • Water Temperature: 
As the temperature drops, 
bass metabolism slows down. 
They tend to move less and 
become more strategic in their 
feeding habits.
	 • Baitfish Migration: 
Shad and other baitfish will 
start migrating to deeper 
waters. Knowing where these 
baitfish are can lead you to the 
bass.
	 • Weather Patterns: 
Cold fronts can impact fishing 
conditions. Overcast days may 
improve fishing success, while 
bright, sunny days could make 
bass more wary.
Suggested Lures for Novem-
ber Bass Fishing
When fishing in November, the 
choice of lures is critical. Here 
are some effective options that 
work well on Lake Fork during 
this time:
1. Jigs
Jigs are a versatile option 
for November fishing. They 
mimic crawfish, a primary food 
source for bass as they pre-
pare for winter.
	 • Suggested Types: 
Football jigs and flipping jigs 
are particularly effective.
	 • Colors: Opt for 
natural colors such as brown, 
green pumpkin, or black and 
blue.
2. Spinnerbaits
Spinnerbaits can be a great 
choice for targeting bass that 
are still relatively active. They 
are effective in both shallow 
and deeper waters.
	 • Suggested Sizes: 
Use 1/2 to 3/4 oz spinnerbaits 
to get down deeper.
	 • Colors: White or char-
treuse with some reflective 
blades can attract attention, 
especially in stained waters.

3. Swimbaits
Swimbaits are fantastic for imi-
tating baitfish and can be used in 
various depths.
	 • Types: Both soft plastic 
and hard body swimbaits can be 
effective.
	 • Colors: Shad patterns, 
such as silver or bluegill colors, 
work well as the baitfish are in 
transition.
4. Crankbaits
Crankbaits are perfect for cov-
ering water quickly and locating 
active bass.
	 • Suggested Types: 
Deep-diving crankbaits that reach 
depths of 10 to 20 feet.
	 • Colors: Natural hues like 
shad or crawfish colors are often 
the best choice.
5. Texas Rigs and Carolina Rigs
Both Texas rigs and Carolina rigs 
are excellent for targeting bass 
holding close to the bottom.
	 • Baits: Use soft plastics 
like worms or creature baits.
	 • Colors: Green pumpkin, 
watermelon, and black will be ef-
fective in clear to slightly stained 
water.
Techniques to Utilize in Novem-
ber
Fishing techniques can vary wide-
ly in November as bass transition 
from their summer patterns. Here 
are some techniques to consider:
1. Slow Rolling
As water temperatures drop, bass 
tend to slow down. A slow rolling 
technique with spinnerbaits or 
swimbaits can be very effective. 
Keep your retrieve slow and 
steady, allowing the bait to linger 
in the strike zone longer.
2. Dragging Jigs
Dragging jigs along the bottom is 
a prime technique for November 
fishing. Look for structures like 
rock piles, ledges, or submerged 
vegetation. Use a slow, steady 
drag and be prepared for subtle 
bites.
3. Deep Water Fishing
In November, bass often retreat 
to deeper waters. Using elec-
tronics to locate schools of fish 
or underwater structures can be 
invaluable. Once you find a spot, 
try vertical presentations with jigs 
or Carolina rigs.
4. Finesse Techniques
Finesse techniques like 
drop-shotting or wacky rigging 
can be particularly effective when 
bass are finicky. These methods 
allow for a more subtle presen-

tation that can entice bites when 
the fish are less aggressive.
5. Covering Water
On warmer days, covering water 
with crankbaits or spinnerbaits 
can help locate active fish. Start 
shallow and work your way 
deeper, focusing on areas where 
baitfish are likely to be congre-
gating.
Color Choices for November 
Fishing

Choosing the right colors can 
make a significant differ-
ence in your success on the 
water. Here’s a breakdown 
of effective colors based on 
water clarity and weather 
conditions:
1. Clear Water
In clear water, natural colors 
tend to work best. Opt for:
	 • Baits: Shad pat-
terns, green pumpkin, and 
watermelon.
	 • Lures: Natural hues 
with some sparkle can also 
be effective.
2. Stained Water
Stained water requires a 
more pronounced color 
scheme. Consider:
	 • Baits: Chartreuse, 
black, or orange hues.
	 • Lures: Bright colors 
that stand out against the 
murky backdrop can attract 
bass.
3. Overcast Days
On cloudy days, bass may 
feel more comfortable ventur-
ing out. Colors that work well 
include:
	 • Baits: Darker colors 
like black and blue or purple.
	 • Lures: Lures with 
a mix of colors can create 
visibility and attract strikes.
4. Sunny Days
On bright, sunny days, you 
may want to go with more 
subtle tones. Consider:
	 • Baits: Natural colors 
like shad and lighter green 
tones.
	 • Lures: Lures with 
reflective properties to mimic 
sunlight on baitfish.
Final Tips for November Bass 
Fishing
	 • Stay Flexible: 

Conditions can change rapidly in November. Be 
willing to adapt your techniques and lure choic-
es as needed.
	 • Local Knowledge: Don’t hesitate to talk 
to local anglers or guides for insights on current 
fishing conditions.
	 • Patience is Key: Bass fishing in No-
vember may require more patience than in 
warmer months. Be prepared for slow days, but 
also for the thrill of reeling in a trophy-sized fish.
Conclusion
November fishing on Lake Fork can be incredi-
bly rewarding if approached with the right tech-
niques, lures, and color strategies. With the right 
preparation and understanding of bass behav-
ior during this transitional month, anglers can 
experience some of the best fishing of the year. 
Whether you’re a seasoned pro or a newcomer, 
the majestic waters of Lake Fork await, promis-
ing thrilling adventures and the chance for that 
prized catch. Happy fishing!
Book your trip now for next year!  Next spring is 
booking fast.:  If you would like to book a guide 
trip this year or next year just go to my website 
www.foblakefork.com and send me an email.  
Be sure to follow me on Face book, Instagram, 
and my YouTube Channel for the latest updates.  
There are links from my website or you can find 
all of them by searching for FOB Lake Fork.  
You can call as well at 972-824-4774.  I have 
some dates available in November, and Decem-
ber so book soon.  The biggest fish we caught in 
this fall period is 12.85 and came in November 
so don’t think the big fish is over just because 
it is starting to get cooler.  Consider taking a 
night fishing trip here on Lake Fork if you hav-
en’t done it before.  Don’t forget to check out my 
AirBnB as well that is located on the main lake 
on 4.5 acres with a 270deg view by clicking on 
the link at my website in the Guide Service sec-
tion.   See my social media from my website.
Good luck and I hope everyone gets the trophy 
of a life time.   I want to say thank you to my 
sponsors, Quantum Fishing Reels, Temple Fork 
Outfitters rods, and Diamond Sports Marine.  I 
really appreciate them and their products get me 
through each fishing day chasing down these 
Lake Fork TANKS.  Remember, here at Forward 
Operating Base Lake Fork our motto is LEAVE 
NO FISH BEHIND……..
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LAKE TAWAKONI OCT 5TH LAKE TAWAKONI OCT 5TH 

High School Fishing High School Fishing  

RAINS WINS 2nd AT LAKE TAWAKONI

GRAND SALINE WINS 1st AT LAKE TAWAKONI

GSHSBA'S took Home 
the School Trophy & 
Angler Trophy this 
weekend!!!
THSBA NORTHEAST 
DIVISION 
156 Teams Fished
26 Schools Represented 
Our Top 3 weights were 
43.58lbs
(We are now tied for 1st 
TOY)
Our Top Angler team 
weight was 17.34lbs
Top 22 teams took 
Awards....
We had 4 teams in the 
Award Statis:
1st Place: Gabe Means 
and Colby Koonce 
BC Travis Jones 
w/17.34lbs
9th Place: Briley Tipps 
and Paxton Ferguson 
BC Eric Autry 
w/13.30lbs
10th Place: Raylee 
Copeland and Noah 
Harvill 
BC Travis Copeland 
w/12.94lbs
12th Place: Tyner Jistel 
and Terry Thompson 
BC Brent Jistel 
w/12.45lbs
13 total Teams Weighed 
in:

Gage and Cooper 
w/10.48lbs
BC Brian Dale Milliron 
Kooper and Cayson 
w/9.85lbs
BC Brandon Fugate 
Chase and Ayden w/9.72lbs
BC Michael McShooler 
Ben and Maycie w/6.04lbs
BC BJ Copeland 
Casey and Kayden 
w/5.59lbs
BC Harold Meroney 
Kaison and Mason 
w/4.52lbs
BC BJ Bolin 
Cardon and Ian w/3.21lbs
BC Bryan Anderson 
Emmalee and Sydney 
w/1.82lbs
BC Jimmy Lewis
Colson and Linzy w/1.51lbs
BC Sam Bishop 
Our 5 Teams that caught 
all day but unable to weigh 
in because their bass were 
just under the legal length 
were.....
Tanner Spindle & Cade 
Ondrusek 
BC Carl Ondrusek 

Aiden Wood & Kyle Ritter-
bach 
BC Dennis Wood 
Bryan Melton & Noah 
Meroney 
BC Taylor Jones
Cooper Stanley & Ryder Key 
BC Jacetan Garner
Noah Scott & Brayden Furrh 
BC Eric Erwin
What a weekend for these 
great Angler Athletes!!!! The 
bite was tough but they hung 
in and fished smart and got 
it done.
Fish are transitioning and 
our Boat Captains pre-fished 
multiple times to try and get 
a pattern. They were scat-
tered everywhere. Several 
said, it was run and gun all 
day. We give so much credit 
to these Amazing Boat Cap-
tains that work diligently to 
locate fish in areas that their 
Anglers have the ability to 
catch.
Great job Anglers!!! Keep up 
the good work and practice, 
practice, practice!!!!
Congratulations Team

Rains overall, 
placed 2nd. Hagan, 
Gunner and their 
captain, Jeremy, 
3rd out of 150-
160 teams! They 
did the dang thing 
today. Super proud. 
Tawakoni brought 
in a lot of big full 
bags, thankfully the 
boys held in there! 
Needless to say, 
awesome day on 
the lake for them! 
All of the rains 
kiddos did great 
today!! 
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LAKE TAWAKONI OCT 5THLAKE TAWAKONI OCT 5TH

High School Fishing High School Fishing  

Quitman has TWO 
teams sitting in the top 
spots this year so far 
already qualifying for 
REGIONALS! Toby 
Gilbreath and Aiden 
Farmer, both Juniors at 
Quitman High School 
are holding the 12th 
place spot and Johnny 
Mullican, Senior at 
Quitman High School, 
holding the 28th place 
spot. Congratulations, 
Anglers!

Another GREAT tour-
nament day for Quit-
man Fishing Team at 
Lake Tawakoni! These 
kids showed up to fish 
today, yall! 
The word PROUD is 
simply an understate-
ment for this group of 
Anglers!
Our very own Senior 
Angler, Johnny Mulli-
can placed 22nd out of 
156 entries! AND one 
of our boat captains 
came fractions away 
from the boat captains 
pot!  
Thank you to our QFT 
Boat Captains who have 
put so much into this 
program and our youth!
To the sponsors on our 
banner and jerseys, 
thank you will never be 
enough. 
And lastly, to the fam-
ilies and fans of these 
kids, thank yall for 
showing up, showing 
out, and trusting us!

It was a cool morn-
ing and ended up 
being a warm day 
out on the lake 
today. Each angler 
worked hard and 
kept it REEL today 
by trying their best! 
Sometimes it doesn’t 
pan out like we want 
but there is another 
tournament October 
26th and we will get 
them then!
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LAKE BOB SANDLIN  NORTHEAST DIVISION RESULTSLAKE BOB SANDLIN  NORTHEAST DIVISION RESULTS

High School Fishing High School Fishing  

GRAND SALINE WINS 2nd AT LAKE BOB SANDLIN

These Anglers and Captains showed out today! Lake Bob Sandlin is a tough lake, but these teams weighed in some bags! I am so proud of their efforts and dedication to 
this program! Way to fish today, Anglers! We are in “off season” until March 8th, which is our “home game” on Lake Fork! See y’all then! 

   The GSHSBA'S had 17 Teams that made a large push and finished in 2nd Place Overall against 29 
Schools at Lake Bob Sandlin. They were able to maintain 1st Place spot for TOY going into the break. 

QUITMAN HIGH SCHOOL AT LAKE BOB SANDLIN

ALBA GOLDEN TAKES  3rd AT LAKE BOB SANDLIN

RAINS FISHING TEAM at LAKE BOB SANDLIN

160 teams registered to fish the 3rd season tournament, for THSBA'S Northeast Division. 
13 of those, our very own, RHS FISHING TEAM !!! Rains had 3 in top 23. Not bad at all!!! 

Winnsboro Fishing was the fourth place team overall (out of 29) on Lake Bob Sandlin on 
October 26, 2024. Out of 160 Boats (boat captain, two anglers), Winnsboro had one top three 
and were well represented in the top third. Winnsboro is sitting in fifth place on the season. 

 What a great day for the Alba Golden Fishing Team! Taking home a 3rd place overall WIN today with 
30.79 lbs of fish , out of 29 schools! Way to go anglers! 

WINNSBORO TAKES 4th AT LAKE BOB SANDLIN

9-14-2024  LAKE PALASTINE 10-05-2024 LAKE TAWAKONI 
10-26-2024 LAKE BOB SANDLIN 

3-8-2025  LAKE FORK  3-29-2025 LAKE OF THE PINES 
REGIONALS  4-26-2025 REGIONALS  4-26-2025 

STATE CHAMPIONSHIP MAY 31 & JUNE 1, 2025 LAKE CONROE 
TOP 10 AOY JUNE 21,2025 LAKE TBA TOP 10 AOY JUNE 21,2025 LAKE TBA 
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2024 – GOOD FRIDAY SALE2024 – GOOD FRIDAY SALE
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 10% OFF IN STOCKNOVEMBER & DECEMBER 10% OFF IN STOCK

TJ,s FIREARMSTJ,s FIREARMS
3361 N FM 17, ALBA,TX 754103361 N FM 17, ALBA,TX 75410

903-343-1421903-343-1421

HERITAGE  
Rough Ryder   

22LR  Revolver  $345

ROSSI 
GALLERY 22LR Pump Rifle      

22LR  $375

  CBC BRAZIL         
RB22  Semi Auto Rifle    

22LR  $250

HERITAGE 
Barkeep 22LR 
Revolver $225

  HENRY
HO2C Survival Rifle

22LR  $400      

 HERITAGE 
Rough Ryder 

22LR Revolver $300

 HERITAGE 
Rough Ryder 

22LR  Revolver 9round $300

 HERITAGE 
Rough Ryder 

22LR  Revolver $250

HERITAGE 
Rough Ryder 

22LR  Revolver $300

M&DEZ    
    S&W 380ACP 

Semi Auto Pistol  $450

RUGER   
LCP 380 ACP

Semi Autp Pistol  $325

    ROSSI        
  R92 Lever Action Rifle  

357M/38    $950

  ARMSCOR 
M206 Revolver                       

38SP    $325

S&W     
SD40VE Semi Auto Pistol 

Used    $300

HENRY 
HO24 Lever Action side ejectiion Rifle  

3030      $1200

PIETTA 
     1873 Revolver                 

357 MAG  $550

  SCCY  
DVG1 Semi-Auto Pistol 

Pink  9MM  $299

   SCCY 
DVGI Semi -Auto Pistol 

Brown  9MM   $299

M&DEZ    
S&W Semi Auto-Pistol

9MM $299 

ROSSI 
Brawler Break Over 

Pistol 410 Gauge  $275

REMINGTON
 783 Bolt Action 270 WIN 

$675

   DELTON   
AR 15 Semi Auto Rifle

223/5.56  $775

SAVAGE STEVENS  
325 Pump Shot Gun 

12 Gauge $250

CHARLES DALY  
202 Over/Under Shot Gun 

410 Gauge  $575

SAVAGE 
AXIS  Bolt Actiion Rifle with scope   

30.06  $480

RUGER  
Semi-Auto Pistol 

Battleflag 9MM $450

AKKAR
CHURCHILL

12 Gauge  Pump Rifle
$325

  AMERICAN TACTICAL 
Normad Turkey Break over pistol

1SHOT  410 GAUGE $210  

we also carry ammo to meet your needs to protect & provide we also carry ammo to meet your needs to protect & provide 
at present we have several used rods & reels at present we have several used rods & reels 
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Lake Fork Anglers (LFA) Bass Fishing Club RESULTS  FOR SEPTEMBER

Lake Fork Anglers Lake Fork Anglers   
The LFA club fishes every Thursday with afternoon 

weigh-in at the SRA Park on Hwy 154 @ 12:45 pm (Summer Hours). 
Two club tournament formats are rotated weekly. 

LFA – Best 5 fish format – 2nd and 4th Thursdays each month Hard Core – MLF format –  1st and 3rd Thursdays each month
All club tournaments are two-person catch and release tournaments with an angler and a co-angler per boat.  

Anglers compete against anglers and Co-Anglers compete against co-anglers.
LFA members are mostly retired anglers who can fish weekly tournaments each Thursday. Membership is open to all persons who are 
physically able to fish and function independently in a boat, whether alone, or as a team member during scheduled Thursday fishing 

tournaments. Information about club membership can be obtained by sending an email to lfa_2019@yahoo.com.

             Results: 10/10/2024

LFA Tournament – A member’s 
best 5 bass 10 inches and over 
count towards total weight scored.

 There were 30 members that 
fished today, with 152 bass caught 
and released, including three lunk-
ers Over 5 lbs. 

 

Winning Anglers
1. Tim Gold with his best 5 Bass 
@ 13.88 lbs.
2. Billy Davis with 5 Bass 
@ 10.78 lbs.
3. Randy Bunch with 5 Bass 
@ 10.37 lbs.
    Big Bass:  Don Overstreet 
@ 6.89 lbs.

Winning Co-Anglers
1. C.J. Riffle with his best 5 Bass 
@ 14.64 lbs.
2. Gary Gilmore with his best 5 
Bass @ 9.47 lbs.

3. Ken Chapman with his best 5 
Bass @ 9.32 lbs.
    Big Bass: C.J. Riffle @ 6.64 lbs.

        Results: 10/17/2024

Hard Core Tournament – All 
Bass 10 inches and over count 
towards total weight scored.

 There were 25 members that 
fished today, with 122 bass caught 
and released, including one lunk-
er.  The day started out cold, and 
while the fish caught increased 
with the increased temperatures, 
the big fish continued to play hard 
to get.  The one exception was 
a really nice lunker over 6 lbs. 
caught by Galen Smith.

Winning Anglers
1. Galen Smith with 4 Bass 14.27
2. Dennis Bubinas with 7 12.01
3. Bill Ailes with 11  @ 10.33 lbs.
    Big Bass:  Galen Smith 
    6.17 lbs.

Winning Co-Anglers
1. Ken Chapman with 8 Bass 
@ 12.82 lbs.
2. C.J. Riffle with 6 Bass 
@ 7.44 lbs.
3. Tom Black with 7 Bass
 @ 6.52 lbs.
    Big Bass: Ken Chapman 
@ 3.87 lbs.

        Results: 10/24 /2024

There were 32 members that 
fished today, with 160 bass 
caught and released, including 
two lunkers

over 5 lbs.  A lot of small bass 
caught today, with the big fish 
bass proving hard to find. The ex-
ception was a 9.27 lunker boated 
by Billy Davis.

 
Winning Anglers
1. Billy Davis with his best 5 Bass 
@ 14.64 lbs.
2. Dennis Bubinas with 5 Bass 
@ 10.73 lbs.
3. Tim Gold with his best 5 Bass 
@ 9.86 lbs.
    Big Bass:  Billy Davis 
@ 9.27 lbs.

Winning Co-Anglers
1. Rick Wright with his best 5 
Bass @ 8.79 lbs.
2. C.J. Riffle with his best 5 Bass 
@ 7.57 lbs.

3. Gary Gilmore with his best 5 
Bass @ 6.94 lbs.
    Big Bass: Rick Wright
 @ 3.46 lbs.

             Results: 10/03/2024

Hard Core Tournament – All Bass 
10 inches and over count towards 
total weight scored.

 There were 32 members that 
fished today, with 163 bass caught 
and released, including three
lunker bass over 5 lbs.  Beautiful 
weather and a lot of fish – hard to 
beat a day like today.

 Winning Anglers
1. Dennis Bubinas with 15 Bass 
@ 18.02 lbs.
2. Randy Bunch with 8 Bass
 @ 13.34 lbs.
3. Billy David with 10 Bass
 @ 12.70 lbs.
    Big Bass:  Randy Bunch
 @ 5.60 lbs.

Winning Co-Anglers
1. Jackie Price with 5 Bass
 @ 11.73 lbs.
2. Gary Gilmore with 9 Bass
 @ 11.39 lbs.
3. Terry Long with 6 Bass 
@ 8.10 lbs.
    Big Bass: Jackie Price
 @ 7.41 lbs.    

Big BassBig Bass
Billy Davis  Billy Davis  
9.27 lbs.9.27 lbs.

Monday-Saturday5am - 9pm Monday-Saturday5am - 9pm 
Sunday  5am-2pmSunday  5am-2pm

271 COUNTY ROAD 1558 271 COUNTY ROAD 1558 
ALBA TX. 75410ALBA TX. 75410

903-765-2087903-765-2087

at Lake Fork Marina at Lake Fork Marina 

BreakfastBreakfast Served  Served 
until 11am dailyuntil 11am daily

~ Salad Bar ~ ~ Salad Bar ~ 
Daily Lunch Specials Daily Lunch Specials 

Large Menu - SandwichesLarge Menu - Sandwiches
Burgers - Fish - Steak Burgers - Fish - Steak 

and MUCH MORE!and MUCH MORE! Great Service ~ Great FoodGreat Service ~ Great Food

Big BassBig Bass
Dennis BubinasDennis Bubinas

 8.52 lbs. 8.52 lbs.

Galen Galen 
SmithSmith

 6.17 lbs. 6.17 lbs.

Jack White  Jack White  
5.71 lbs.5.71 lbs.

Randy Randy 
Bunch Bunch 

5.60 lbs.5.60 lbs.

Jackie Jackie 
Price Price 

7.41 lbs.7.41 lbs.

Terry Terry 
Thompson Thompson 

5.18 lbs.5.18 lbs.
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AA Tree ServiceAA Tree Service      

Dave Morgan Dave Morgan 

903-458-0644903-458-0644

Over 25 years Experience 
Trimming - Topping - Firewood
Tree Removal- Stump Grinding
Land Cleaning - Tree Planting  

Answers 7 Days a Week 

Residential & Commercial
 FREE Estimates 

SENIOR & VETERAN DISCOUNTS 

No Job Too Small or Large 
WE DO IT ALL!!

Handmade Soaps-Candles
LipBalm-Sugar Scrub 

Bath Salts-Bath Bombs 
Mens Collection

101 N MAIN QUITMAN TX 
(903) 497-8353

www.sophieandrose.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

WE COME TO YOU

903-243-7003
Call ROB Anytime

ROB’S
RV Service

Veteran Owned

REPAIRS OF ALL TYPES 

1258 CR 1840 Yantis,TX

kelly@speakeasycoffee.net
www.speakeasycoffee.net

Follow us on 

@speakeasycoffeehouse 
#perkupquitman

Rob’sRob’s
RVRV  SERVICESERVICE

903-243-7003903-243-7003Veteran
 Owned

OVER 20 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

Fish On Friends Lake Fork Style 

Fish On  my Friends!

Lake Fork FishingLake Fork Fishing    
 November is the month so 
many people look forward 
to, the air is cooler, the colors 
are changing and here at Lake 
Fork that is prime time for 
fishing! 
    This has been a funfilled 
summer here at the lake with 
so many wonderful tour-
naments and events! From 
Memorial Day, Fourth of July, 
Labor Day and Halloween we 
joined together with family & 
friends, we had parades and 
fun activities and summertime 
fishing! 
    And as we all know how the 
summer  heat wave effected 
not only our comfort level 
but also the fish. Don’t get me 
wrong there were some big fish 
caught this summer on Lake 

Fork, but it took some die-hard anglers to handle 
the hot weather and land them! 
   But now with the cool change, and as we enjoy 
the weather so do the fish!  From now until the 
end of November is when the fish will begin the 
“feeding frenzy” to help them store up fat for the 
winter months. 
  We all change with the season just like nature, 
in fact it is the primary influence on how we act 
and feel. 
   As the bonfires begin, so do the holiday’s and 

it is a wonderful time of the year. God planned 
our seasons for a reason...it is a time to reflect on 
what has passed and what now begins again. A 
simple cycle for humans and nature to shed and 
refuel for colder months to come. 
   As anglers November is perfect because in fall 
fish can be found in some of the same places as 
the late summer pattern. 
   Normally with the lake level so low it can 

change up abit and can make the 
bite slow, but when the November 
rains begin kicking in, I believe 
the lake will be in good shape for 
some great fishing! 
   Once the water cools the fish 
scatter and thier patterns become 
a little more unpredictable but you 
will be able to find them in the 
back of coves in the shallows or 
even out deep on the under water 
road beds! 
   I personally like to fish off the 
pier and November is a great time 
to enjoy great weather beautiful 
sunsets and good fishing! There 
always seem to be a buffett style 
this time of year down on the pier. 
It doesn’t really matter what you 
think your fishing for because it 
can be a surprize on every cast! 
Could be a Catfish, could be a 
perch, might be a Crappie, might 

be Bass... but no matter what 
it is always a fun time with 
friends on the pier! 
  Whatever  technique you 
choose, out on the boat or 
down on the pier, the fish are 
out there biting in November, 
filling up and getting fat! So 
enjoy this season of change 
while fishing and while being 
with friends and family! 
    Take the time to do what 
the fish do fill up and refuel! 
Fill your life and your heart 
with positivity and love  for 
those around you. Consume 
new friendships, help a friend 
or help a stranger ....this will 
re-fuel your soul and keep 
you warm inside through the 
cold winter ahead of us ! 

By Donna Wooldridge

let us help your

 business grow 

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR 
ADVERTISING SPOT! 

LAKE FORK NEWSLAKE FORK NEWS

469-552-1824
lakeforknews@yahoo.com

We have Multiply We have Multiply 
ways to Advertise ways to Advertise 

www.lakeforknewsfishon.com

WE GET 
RESULTS !



PAGE 20 lakeforknews@yahoo.com SEPTEMBER 2024PAGE 20 2024 2024 

903-383-2921

Sponsored by 
Sartin Marine & 

Tony P’s 
Catfish Bait 

catfishguide@peoplepc.com  www.thecatfishguide.com
20

of guiding on
Lake Fork 

years experience
~ Catfish Trips ~ Crappie Trips ~ 

JC OUTDOORS FALL TEAMS OCT.26ThJC OUTDOORS FALL TEAMS OCT.26Th

    TOP MONEY WINNERS   
Rank	 Boat No.	 Angler #1	 Angler #2	 # of Fish	 Big Bass	 Total Weight	      Payouts	                Points	
1               30	     Dustin Black      Gregory Allen	        5	                 2.56	                  10.34	 $1240+$600+$400          100	
2	      2	     Tim Weaver		                                  5		                                10.30 	 $520+$300	                    99	
3	     14	     Ozzie Osborn    Harold Bredemier	       5		                                  9.40 	 $310+$210	                    98	
4	     1	     Paul Walls	        David Laymance	       5		                                  9.12 	 $240+$170	                    97	
5	     7	     Billy Pritchett      Corey Pritchett	       5		                                  8.90	             $200+$140	                    96	
6	    34	     Kenny Nail	              Ricky Sipes	       5		                                  8.86   	 $180+$100	                    95	
7	    19	     Brice Bozeman	 Aaron Walker	       5		                                  8.70	             $170.00	                    94	
8	    24	    Shannon Easley	 Cody Easley	       5		                                  8.58 	 $160.00	                    93	
9	    12	    Steve Hodge	         Shawn O Malley	       5		                                  8.41		                                              92	
10	    23	    Chris Sweaks         Kaden Sweaks	       5		                                  8.08		                                              91	

  The JC outdoors Fall Teams 
fished October 26th on a beautiful 
Fall day for fishing! It was another 
great tournament on Lake Fork 
for all of the anglers! 
 The big winners that took first 
place were the team of Dustin 
Black and Gregory Allen with a 5 
fish total of 10.34lbs including the 
Big Bass of 2.56lbs! 
  Second went to Tim Weaver with 
a 5 fish total of 10.30lbs!  Third 
place went to the team of Ozzie 
Osborn and Harold Bredemeir 
with a fish total of 9.40lbs! 
  Congratulations to all of the 
winners! 
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Main Street 
Tire

 and Lube 

903-383-3289903-383-3289

mainstreet.tire 

Brake Service - AlignmentsBrake Service - Alignments
Interstate Batteries State Inspections - UHAULInterstate Batteries State Inspections - UHAUL

140 S Main Street Yantis Texas 75497 

New and Used TiresNew and Used Tires  Oil Changes Oil Changes 

Fishing Report Fishing Report by Andrew Grillsby Andrew Grills        
  We are entering into what I consider 
good fishing season on Lake Fork. Peo-
ple often ask me, “when is the best time 
to plan a trip?” While no one can answer 
that, I can honestly say any month from 
November to the end of July is a good 
time to fish in east Texas.
  This year we are way behind on the 
weather. Every year at the end of Octo-
ber, the water temperature is typically 
near 60 degrees. This year, at the close 
of October, the water temperature is 75 
degrees. Couple that with a water level 
of 2.4’ below full pool, and you’ve got 
some tough fishing.
   Right now, the fish are shallow. I’m 

ANDREW GRILLSANDREW GRILLS
LAKE FORK GUIDELAKE FORK GUIDE

(903) 638-1170(903) 638-1170

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com
andrew@lakeforkguideandrewgrills.com

sure there are a few out deep, but I ha-
ven’t pursued deep fish at all this Oc-
tober. That will change over the course 
of November, but as of right now, it’s a 
shallow deal.
   The key is finding the areas that hold 
them. There is a lack of shallow habitat 
due to the lower water level, so that nar-
rows down the areas even more. Then 
when you do find some fish, good luck 
catching any over 3lbs. That’s just the 
way it is when you have a hot October. 
    It’ll get better, but two things have to 
happen first. First, it’s gotta cool down 
significantly. Second, the fish will need 
some time to adjust after that change 

takes place. 
   Be careful out there. Between 2 and 
3 feet low is the most dangerous level 
for Lake Fork. The majority of stumps 
are just inches below the surface. Even 
idling in and out of areas is a constant 
struggle to avoid damaging your equip-
ment. 
Good luck out there, and please let me 
know if I can be of any assistance on 
your next trip to Lake Fork!

lpennebaker@txfb-ins-comlpennebaker@txfb-ins-com

LEISA PENNEBAKERLEISA PENNEBAKERAGENT AGENT 

OfficeOffice  903-473-5539 903-473-5539  Cell Cell  903-474-3033903-474-3033

Everyone Needs Life Insurance Everyone Needs Life Insurance 
Leave a Blessing  Not a BurdenLeave a Blessing  Not a Burden
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ADVERTISING SPOT! 

LAKE FORK NEWSLAKE FORK NEWS
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We have Multiply We have Multiply 
ways to Advertise ways to Advertise 

www.lakeforknewsfishon.com

WE GET 
RESULTS !
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Go Fish Anglers (GFA) 
Bass Fishing Club Tournament 

Results: 10/14/2024 Tournament Info-
Congratulations to our winners!

1st Dennis Bubinas 5  for 11.57lbs
2nd John (JB3) Berech 5 for 9.97lbs
BIG BASS :Doug Oliver  5.94lbs

Winning Ways
Zoom Flake 
Color: White
Depth: 0’ - 2’

Cover/Structure: Lilly Pads
Bait: Swim’N Dinger 
Color: Black & Blue

Depth: 0’-2’
Cover/Structure: Weeds

Go Fish Anglers is a individual 5 fish catch and immediate release 
tournament. Fish must be measured using Check-IT Stik and TPWD 

Length to Weight Chart is used to estimate weights.
First cast is always 1 hour prior to sunrise. Lines-In varies with tem-

perature: 90 degrees and above we fish until 12:00 PM otherwise we 
fish until 2:00 PM.

Weigh-in's are held at W. C. Swearingen Recreation Area in Yantis.
Membership is currently open to all persons who are physically able 

to fish and function independently.
More information can be found by becoming a member at our Face-

book page Go Fish Anglers or by emailing gofishanglers@gmail.com.

Go Fish Anglers (GFA) 
Bass Fishing Club Tournament

 Results: 10/21/2024 Tournament Info
   Congratulations to our winners!

1st  Bill (Tracy) Davis 3 fish for 9.62
2nd Dennis Bubinas 5 fish for 8.97 lbs
Big Bass :Davis, Bill (Tracy) with a 
7.41 lb 23” bass

                   Winning Ways 
Bait: Swim Dinger 

Color: Black & Blue 
Depth: 1-3’

Cover/Structure: Weeds
Bait: Jerk Bait

Color: Gizzard Shad 
Depth: 1-3’

Cover/Timber

Go Fish Anglers (GFA) 
Bass Fishing Club Tournament

 Results:10/28/2024 Tournament Info
   Congratulations to our winners!

1st Ken Chapman 2 fish for 11.11lbs
2nd Bill (Tracy) Davis 4 fish 10.5lbs
Big Bass   Ken Chapman with a 
7.95lb 23 1/2” bass

                  Winning Ways
Bait:  Senko

 Color: Black & Blue 
  Depth 1’ - 3’

  Cover/Structure: Stump
 Bait: Jerkbait

 Color:  Gizzard Shad
 Depth 12’-15’

 Cover / Structure :Trees

GO FISH ANGLERS BASS FISHING CLUBGO FISH ANGLERS BASS FISHING CLUB  

Go Fish Anglers (GFA) 
Bass Fishing Club Tournament 

Results:10/7/2024 Tournament Info
   Congratulations to our winners!

1st Dennis Bubinas 5 fish for 14.02 
2nd Rick Wright 5 fish for 11.59 lbs
Big Bass: Davis, Bill (Tracy) with a 
7.68 lb 23 1/4” bass

Winning Ways
Bait: Swim Dinger

Color: Green Pumpkin
Depth: 1’ - 2’

Cover/Structure: Weeds
Bait : Jerk Bait 

Color: Gizzard Shad
Depth:10’ - 12’

Cover/Structure: Timber

We would like to extend our heartfelt 
gratitude to Matt Cheney, President 
of Applied Consultants, Chase Breck-
enridge, Vice President of Applied 
Consultants, Debbie Helm, former 
Executive Director of Kaufman 
County United Way; Gregory Pecos 
Suits, Health, Safety, and Environ-
mental Director at MJ Pipeline 
Service; Keith Walton, Director of 
Business Development at Applied 
Consultants; Jennifer Sloan, RN, and 
Gloria Hu, Corporate eBusiness Man-
ager at Eagle Infrastructure Services, 
for their dedication and invaluable 
contributions to the Jake Wilson Me-
morial Foundation over the years.

  Their commitment has been in-
strumental in allowing the Foun-
dation to continue its mission of 
providing educational resources to 
children and scholarship opportuni-
ties to students. Thanks to their ef-
forts, we honor Jake's life and legacy, 
ensuring that his spirit of generosity 
and love for learning lives on in the 
hearts of many. We deeply appreci-
ate your service and support, which 
have made a significant impact on 
our community.

JAKE WILSON MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 

Gregory Pecos SuitsGregory Pecos Suits  

Chase BreckenridgeChase Breckenridge Gloria Hu Gloria Hu Keith WaltonKeith Walton

Jennifer SloanJennifer Sloan  Matt CheneyMatt CheneyDebbie Helm Debbie Helm 
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ALL DAY BREAKFASTALL DAY BREAKFAST

903-383-2233903-383-2233
Hours: Monday -Saturday 7am-7pm 

Closed on Sunday 

94 SOUTH MAIN ST YANTIS TX 

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS  
Fall Festival Celebration Fall Festival Celebration 

November 16th  9-4 Downtown Yantis November 16th  9-4 Downtown Yantis 
In front of Artistic Hair Salon

Homemade Crafts ~ Gifts Kennel Popcorn 
and much more ~ Come Join The Fun!

If you would like to reserve a booth 
limited spots available  ($10)

Call Jill Raiford at 
903-253-6503 
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LFSA had its monthly membership meeting 
on October 8th at Jamie's Restaurant at Lake 
Fork Marina.  We would like to thank our guest 
speaker was Rick Carter, of Rick Carter's Lake 
Fork Fishing Guide Service, for speaking to 
our members last evening.  Mr. Carter thanked 
LFSA for providing the Live Release Boat (LRB), 
for the enhancements the LRB provides to en-
sure the highest number of healthy fish released 
into Lake Fork and for being available to most 
of the tournaments held on Lake Fork. 
LFSA appreciates all Lake Fork guides, who 
often serve as the eyes and ears of the fishery.  
Together, we will preserve the legend that is 
Lake Fork and it's surrounding communities.

Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association 

LFSA proudly presented a donation of fishing 
tackle to 6 Sulphur Springs ISD students.  The 
school had a late request for 2024 and LFSA was 
able to help.  This brings our 2024 donation total 
to 42 students, with 232 total students receiving 
tackle since 2017.  
From Left: Terry Long, LFSA HSTDP Chair, 
SSISD Students: Kaleb Connor, Cade Baxter, 
Ayden Ortiz, Cash Moughon, Jackson Medlock 
and Jaxon Privitt.  SSISD Boat captains: Juan 
Ortiz, Brad Moughon, James Privitt and Joey 
Baxter (not pictured).  SPECIAL THANKS TO 
SARTIN MARINE, FOR PROVIDING THE 
SITE FOR THIS PRESENTATION.

  The Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association has 
been busy in October giving back to the com-
munty in so many ways! They also held its 
monthly meeting  and presented fishing tackle 
to another High School Fishing Team. A huge 
Thank you to the LFSA for all they do to make 
the sport fishing continue to thrive here at Lake 
Fork! 

the Toyota ShareLunker Program cele-
brated 18 ShareLunkers from six different 
Texas reservoirs and the anglers who 
donated their fish. One of these Share-
Lunkers made the Texas top 50 heaviest 
Largemouth Bass of all-time list. These 
amazing milestones do not just happen. 
It takes this angler, industry, agency 
partnership to make this program such a 
success. From these Legacy Class Lunk-
ers, approximately 190,000 ShareLunker 
fingerlings were stocked in public waters 
this season. Rains High School Angler 
Daniel Alvarado was also honored with 
a replica of his 10.36lb lunker that was 
entered into the Legacy Class, Congrats 
to our Lake Fork local angler!
Thank you to everyone that had a part in 
this year's collection season and helping 
us make more of these bigger, better bass 
for future generations of anglers.

Daniel Alvarado 10.36 
Rains High School Fishing Team 

SHARELUNKER CELEBRATION 2024 
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2025 Boats2025 Boats
 IN INVENTORY IN INVENTORY  

2025 Boats2025 Boats
 IN INVENTORY IN INVENTORY

Farm Road 1567 West 
Yantis, TX 75497

Sartin Marine is located on FM 1567 
about 1/2 mile west of Hwy 154.

Lake Fork, Texas is located approximately 
70 mile east of Dallas, Texas

OPEN
Tuesday - Friday 8:00am - 5:30pm

Saturday 8:00am - 2:00pm903-383-7726903-383-7726

~ SINCE 1984 ~~ SINCE 1984 ~ ~ SINCE 1984 ~~ SINCE 1984 ~

www.sartinmarine.comwww.sartinmarine.com

290 FM 1567 West 8 miles South of 
Sulphur Springs off Hwy 154

GARMIN GRAPHS - HUMMINGBIRD GARMIN GRAPHS - HUMMINGBIRD 
POWER POLE - MINNKOTA PRODUCTS  POWER POLE - MINNKOTA PRODUCTS  

GARMIN - TROLLING MOTORSGARMIN - TROLLING MOTORS

CERTIFIED MECHANICS CERTIFIED MECHANICS 
903-383-7726903-383-7726

903-383-7726903-383-7726

SERVICE ON ALL MAKES AND MODELS SERVICE ON ALL MAKES AND MODELS 
AUTHORIZED SALES SERVICE CENTER FORAUTHORIZED SALES SERVICE CENTER FOR  

SALES ~ SERVICE ~ INSTALLATION SALES ~ SERVICE ~ INSTALLATION 

WWW.SARTINMARINE.COMWWW.SARTINMARINE.COM  Sartin Marine Inc. @ sartinmarineinc.

With Power-Pole With Power-Pole 
you can  stop your you can  stop your 

boat swiftly and boat swiftly and 
silently with the silently with the 

touch of a button touch of a button 
and keep your boat and keep your boat 
securely in place securely in place 
even in a heavy even in a heavy 

current current 

SWIFT -SILENT - SECURE SWIFT -SILENT - SECURE 

AUTHORIZED DEALER AUTHORIZED DEALER 
SALES AND INSTALLATION SALES AND INSTALLATION 

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER FORAUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER FOR  

Old or new, Big or Small, BoatEFX Old or new, Big or Small, BoatEFX 
has a step to fit them all! has a step to fit them all! 

Check out our lineup of steps today! Check out our lineup of steps today! 

FINANCING FINANCING 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 


